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Commercial Project

Roots

Objective:  Transform a row of 5 mews building into a sustainably focussed sociable hotel

Concept:  Guests can stay short term, or long term if they are new to London or UK, with the opportunity 
to give back to the community through donations or fundraising events. It is rooted in the local community, 
a home from home, a place to meet and mingle with others, learn new skills, relax and have a good time.

Solution:  A versatile guest house with the sociable spirit of a traveller’s hostel, where growing food onsite, 
buying locally, and zero waste are as important as a comfy bed. Mixing being close to nature within the city, 
with the music and creativity of Camden.
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Dorms

Workshops, guests 
and local community Reception

Gather & Groove, guests 
and local community

Kitchen, staff only

Private bedroom with 
bathroom and outdoor 
terrace above

Hang out space, guests 
only

Kitchenette Private bedrooms

Macro diagram illustrating 
the mews layout

Ground level

First Floor
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Ground level plan

Main entrance is for guests and locals alike but the 
guests can also enter from the reception. 

Connection with the outdoors via the sliding doors at 
the rear and the large window above the window seat.

Main entrance

To garden/allotments

To reception under 
archway 

Kitchen/back 
of house

View from the back terrace and garden

Gather & Groove

Inclusive

Mindful

Spirited

Individual
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Perspective drawn in Sketchup and rendered by hand with markers, with 
some parts photoshopped. 

Crates on the back wall illustrate a way local produce can be displayed. 
This can be used within the food and drinks menus which will change 
seasonally.

Ensuring longevity 

Celebrating craftsmanship

Sustainably sourced

Environmentally conscious
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Window seat 
overlooking the 
green roof

The stairs wrap around maintaining views 
over the garden as well as internally.

Artwork and crafts from local artists or 
made in the hotel’s workshops will be 
displayed on the wall space, particularly 
the wall with the chimney breast with no 
interruptions of stairs or seating.

The countertop on the first floor mirrors the materials 
of the bar

First floor level plan

Materials

1. Reclaimed stone, Bert&May

2. Custom made bar front in teak

3. Reclaimed timber terrazzo bar 
top, Foresso

4. Upcycled vegetable crates for 
coffee tables

5. Recycled plastic to top coffee 
tables, Durat at Surface Matter 

6. Eco friendly faux leather, Piñatex 
in Marine and Antique Gold
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Materials 

1. Reclaimed timber

2. Seagrass runner at top of stairs, Alternative 
Flooring

3. Existing brick

4. Totomoxtle veneer for wardrobe, Fernando 
Laposse

5. Hemp kelim, Kvadrat

6. Stick Tree fabric, Kvadrat

7. Bespoke headboard from reclaimed iroko

Private bedroom
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Upstairs en suite and outdoor 
hammock area

Above are sketches of the hammock 
terrace and bathroom, plus the plan of this 
mezzanine above the bedroom.
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Totomoxtle is made from husks of 
heirloom Mexican corn. It focuses on 
regenerating traditional agricultural 
practices in Mexico, and creating a new 
craft that generates income for 
impoverished farmers and promotes the 
preservation of biodiversity.

This material encapsulates everything that 
Roots is about; eye catchingly attractive 
aesthetics,  a sustainable material of 
making use of what would otherwise 
be waste, and supporting disadvantaged 
communities. Totomoxtle is proof of “the 
power of design to transform, repair, and 
promote social cohesion.”

Bespoke wardrobe design

Ash veneer for shelving and the inside, and 
totomoxtle veneer for doors and drawers.
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“I hope to remind us that some answers 
to the environmental challenges of the 
future might be found in traditional 
crafts rather than new technological 
discoveries.”
– Fernando Laposse
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Section BB showing downlighting and desk lamp only

Section BB showing uplighting and mirror lighting

Section AA showing lighting in bed head shadow gap, bed-
side pendant lights, fire, floor lamp and lower shadow gap 
lighting on hammock terrace

Lighting Scheme
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Workspace Project

Virgin Galactic

Objective: Design a workplace entrance or reception area to be universally 
accessible and suited to the brand.

Concept: A publicity loving brand does not want to shy away from making a 
statement and this space will be an experience from start to finish. The office space 
will be for the Galactic unite department. Galactic Unite educates and inspires 
young people through partnership initiatives, grants, community engagement and 
scholarships. The space therefore will inspire them to be involved in this 
remarkable journey to space.

Solution:  Users will range from school and university students to industry 
professionals,  teachers and professors and occasionally members of the public. It 
will be dramatic but encouraginly inviting at the same time,  a place to learn and 
experience together.
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Ground level plan 

Pods

Entrance tunnel

Dome

The space is made up of architectural features 
throughout, noted on the plans.  The stairs 
themselves being a feature.

The dome area is multi functional. It can be 
left open to open up the space for events or 
talks. It can also be closed for a more intimate 
feel and used as a space away from the busier 
atmosphere elsewhere.

There will be a small station or seat for staff 
assisting arriving visitors around the ground 
floor but no reception desk.

Entrance tunnel, once you step 
in the building is completely 
transformed. Doors either end 
enclose the lighting effects and 
dramatise the effect of entering 
the double height space

Perspective

Transformative

Visionary

Collaborative

Virgin Galactic aims to be the world’s first 
commercial space line. Their objective is 
visionary but through a collaborative spirit 
they wish to offer a new perspective on our 
planet, to unify people globally and provide 
a transformative experience.

Their mission...

Circulation

3. Charcoal, Smile Plastics. 
Flooring.

2. Ember Aluminium, 
Chemetal. 
Immersive box.

1. Ice Nugget, 
Magna-glaskeramik.
Stairs
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The Bahá’í Temple of South America

This striking piece of architecture was influential in the development of the feel of 
the dome, of how it plays with light, transforming the space throughout the day, an 
almost ethereal feature set against the Andes on one side and the sprawling city of 
Santiago, de Chile on the other. Similarly Virgin Galactic combines nature, of earth 
and outer space, with advancements in science, technology and engineering.

Developing the idea of the dome and the lighting 
effects across the floor between slats. 

 Developing the Dome

Model Making

Playing with light and reflection within models
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Stairs are inspired by Eva Jiřičná who is famed for her steel and glass staircases. 
Structural Engineering shows in full view, apt for the space.
Light along steps subtly highlight the feature.

The distorted mirror on entrance is another play on Virgin Galactic’s mission for their 
passengers to gain new perspective and outlook on life on Earth.

Section AA
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The company logo straight across from the entranceway to be noticed immediately, fitting to the brand identity.
Dark reflective flooring adds to the atmosphere within the space and again ties in with perspectives.

Here the James Turrell light on the wall to the right reflects to the floor illustrating an example of a 
lighting feature to be displayed during quieter times when no events are on. The step seating below have LED 
strips lighting downwards. 

Inspiration of the lost concept of place and space also came from Richard Wilson’s Petroleum Pool and Yayoi 
Kusama’s Fireflies on Water, and this is emulated within the space.

Mezzanine level plan

Immersive box

Ideas for the immersive box

The mezzanine level offers an immersive galactic 
experience inspired by Toni Myers’ A Beautiful 
Planet showing breath taking footage of the planet 
being filmed from a space station. This is the whole 
idea of Virgin Galactic’s flight to space, to look back 
at Earth.

The Immersive box is seemingly suspended in mid 
air if viewing from the workstations within pods 
below., with shadow gap lighting accentuating the 
feature.
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Residential Project

Loft Apartment

Objective: Design loft apartment of 100 
sqm for Editor of Olive Magazine, Laura, 
and her partner Ted, a guitarist who tours 
with a band. 

Concept: They have moved to Queens 
Park and they would like the space to have 
a soulful feel to enjoy downtime together 
and to be inviting and sociable with a sense 
of the melodic, tying in with a love of music.

Solution: The apartment combines a feeling 
of openness and fluidity between the 
spaces for when guests are over, with the 
intimacy of the private space where they 
can truly relax and enjoy the parkland 
views all to themselves.
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Plan

Section AA

Relaxing

Utility/Spare bed

Eating
    &
Entertaining

Sleeping

Entrance

AA

Open layout of the common areas create an easy flow through the space, yet the light feature 
almost sections off the lounge area to make the area more secluded if desired. This area is for 
having the music on, spreading out on the sofa, or retracting the lights and playing films on the 
projector from the opposite wall.

The kitchen meanwhile is also open so guests can be a part of the experience, as the clients are 
very into their cooking. They can also enjoy the cobbled streetside view from here. 

Soulful CulturalMelodic Sociable Creative
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Making use of space

Cosy spare bed space tucked away. Ap-
propriate for these clients who require 
minimal space for the spare bedroom and 
would rather maximise the communal 
spaces and master bedroom.
 
An alcove beneath for desk and computer, 
cutting into utility space but masked by 
cupboards and storage space in there.

Perspective drawings 

Hand drawn perspective of the main bedroom with curved shower wall covered in Bisazza mosaic at the end.
Rendered in a mixture of pencil watercolours, marker pens and photoshop.

This is their own private 
area away from the openess 
of the rest of the flat. They 
can relax in the Fired Earth 
Babylon bath enjoying the 
views, or be enclosed in the 
luxurious shower, with only 
the romantic lighting within 
the niches if they desire. 



Alice Pearson Bathroom

Axonometric drawing

Contractors pack complete with:

Scope of work
Technical drawings in 1:20
FF&E Specification in Estimac
Axonometric drawing
Lighting plan

Bathroom Contractors pack
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Technical Drawings
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Working out the angles and dimensions of the curved wall

Detail drawing of the vanity unit with sink and the shower wall

Detail drawings and lighting plan



As a human geography graduate, I have always been interested in people’s 
relationship with their environment and how this evolves. I have been lucky 
enough to travel to various parts of the globe visiting contrasting cultures and 
landscapes, the longest time being in South America which will always hold a 
special place. One of my favourite ways to explore these cultures is visit their 
local markets and learn more about local craft and talking to the stall holders.

This is also a favourite past time here, looking for treasures and finding unique 
pieces with a history in the many wonderful antiques markets of London. In 
design I feel it is important to first make use of what is already there, 
enhancing use and beauty.  I am passionate about learning more about 
sustainability in general and want to learn more about cradle to cradle outlook 
within design and beyond. Biomimicry is a fascinating subject and truly 
inspirational as I believe nature has all the answers all along, much like nature’s 
ever perfect colour palette.

Mobile: 07709844059       Email: pearsonalice90@gmail.com
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